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Designed for your 
need...

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  

Jesus commended the woman who came with an alabaster jar of very expensive 
perfume made of pure nard which she poured on his head. The Lord appreciated 
her as she has done a beautiful thing to him by anointing his body in advance 
for his burial. The Lord makes this powerful statement “Wherever the gospel is 
proclaimed in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told in her 
memory.” Mk 14:6-9. 

Of the many faithful partners we acknowledge the generosity demonstrated by 
Mrs. Ruby Essay, Miss. K.Benjamin & Mrs. Aloma and others who remain anonymous. 
They knew the value of investing in the ‘Lords Bank’ and left a signifi cant portion 
for the Bible teaching ministry of Back to the Bible by setting a legacy before us. 
I  believe if each Christian makes a sincere eff ort to set apart for the ministry so 
much could be accomplished in the Lord’s Kingdom.

Woodrow Kroll in his article “Ending Attitudes” on Biblical View of Money, 
mentions how our ending attitude towards money should be. An attitude of 
dispersal, of passing from your hands what God has committed to them, will 
require a dispersal strategy. At the very least this should include a will to provide 
for your family and maybe even some friends. It is biblical to provide an inheritance 
for your family (Prov. 13:22). But we dare not forget God in our dispersal strategy. 
Including your church and the work of the Lord around the world proves you have 
a proper ending attitude.

In “Scripture Alone” by Bro. Stanley from the book “Here I stand”, we fi nd that 
very few Christians have read through the entire Bible at least once. There’s 
no unnecessary passage in any of the 66 Books of the Bible. Neglecting any 
portion of the Bible will be to our disadvantage. O’ May the God of the Word 
create hunger in us to read His word. To Get your FREE copy of ‘Here I Stand’ 
send SMS: <HIS>DC #<ADDRESS> to 9492440070.

Mrs. Santhi in her write-up “Wounded Healer” helps us to realize that if we cultivate 
the biblical attitude towards our wounds, then we can, like our Lord Jesus Christ, 
become wounded healers and thus fulfi ll God’s purpose through our passion.

Check out our brand New Website: WWW.BACKTOTHEBIBLE.IN, now you can 
listen to Dr. Neufeld’s encouraging Radio messages online, follow Daily Devotions 
and much more resources for free.

Happy to announce that you can get ‘Confi dent Living’ for Life-time by making a 
onetime subscription (see page-24). Now there is no need to worry about renewal 
or expiry of the subscription.

Please make Note that all the Online Donations/Payments to be done in favor of 
“Good News Broadcasting Society” for details see Page-3.

Our prayer is that the Lord will grant His grace for those who are moving to a new 
place and joining the children in schools and colleges in this season. 

God bless you!
With Best regards

Rev. A.P. Anil Kumar
Associate Director
(info@backtothebible.in)

" Call For Prayer: 04027796353; 09492440070"

Contact Us
Good News Broadcasting Society
# 1-30-220, Telecom Colony,
Kanajiguda, Secunderabad- 500015
TELANGANA - India

Phone : 040-27796353
Call/SMS/WhatsApp : 09492440070

E-mail : info@backtothebible.in
Web : www.backtothebible.in

HEAD OFFICE : GNBS
PO Box 2002, Secunderabad-500003 

Branches
New Delhi : REG. OFFICE
Masihi Vandana
Flat No: 315, D-1, Virat Bhawan,
Commercial Complex, Dr. Mukherjee 
Nagar, New Delhi-1 10009

Phone : +91-011-27652506
Cell : 09718940047
E-mail : info@backtothebible.in
www backtothebible.in

Madurai : BRANCH OFFICE
Sathiya Vasanam
9, Venkataraman Street, Chinna 
Cliokkikularn, Madurai - 625 002, TN

Phone : 0452-2531756
E-mail : svmadurai@yahoo.co.in
www.sathiyavasanam.in 

Donations / Subscriptions

Cheque / DD / MO / PO in favour of
“GOOD NEWS BROADCASTING 

SOCIETY” 

For Online Payment  
A/c Name :  Good News 

Broadcasting Society 
Bank Name :  Syndicate Bank
A/c No :  30181010001343
Account Type  :  Current Account
Bank Address :  KANAJIGUDA, 

Old Dairy Farm, 
Secunderabad, TS 

Branch Code :  003313
IFSC Code :  SYNB0003313

QR Code  :  

Annual Subscription

`200/- per a year 
`400/ 2 yrs |  `600/ 3 yrs |  `800/ 4 yrs

Go Life-Time Subscription just for

`5,000/-
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GET DAILY DEVOTION  ON  WHATSAPP / EMAIL

For WhatsApp: SMS  <DD>NAME<CELL#> To  09492440070 
For E-mail: SMS  <DD> <E-mail id> To  09492440070

Philippians 2: 12–14; Jeremiah 6: 9–15 

Every Christian needs to work out his salvation with a 
tender conscience and watchfulness against temptations, 
trials or testings, shrinking from whatever might off end 
God or discredit His name. 

Each of us needs to seriously consider whether or not 
there is something in our lives that is discrediting the name 
and Person of Christ. When we realize what He has done 
for us, we ought to tremble as we stand in the presence of 
a holy, righteous, almighty God. Not only do we stand in 
His presence now, but we will also stand in His presence 
when we give account at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
When others view our lives today, what do they see? What 
do they talk about? 

We should be constantly apprehensive of the 
deceitfulness of the fl esh. Jeremiah 17:9–10 says, “The 
heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; 
who can understand it? I, the Lord, search the heart, I test 
the mind, even to give to each man according to his ways, 
according to the results of his deeds”(NASB). We need 
to develop watchfulness in regard to the power in our 
corruption. 

In all of this a perfect balance is kept—God gives the 
divine enablement; we provide the human responsibility. 
We are not to be totally passive, for after God works in us, 
we are to work it out through our lives. 

And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a 
conscience void of off ence toward God, and toward men 
(Acts 24:16). 
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sacrifi ce than Cain, through which 
he was commended as righteous.”  
Abel walked the narrow road by 
off ering God the best he had. In 
contrast, Cain off ered God what was 
left over.  

For Noah, the pathway of faith 
came in building an Ark. Hebrews 
11:7 says, “By faith, Noah, being 
warned by God concerning events 
as yet unseen, in reverent fear 
constructed an ark for the saving of 
his household.”  

For Abraham and Sarah, the 
pathway to heaven meant leaving 
their home and travelling to a land 
they would later receive.  

So what does it mean for us to 
travel the highway that leads to 
heaven? 

First, the highway to heaven 
demands that we travel light. 

We must lay aside every weight. 
This has to do with the things we 
are attached to on earth. In other 
words, you have to lose your love for 
the things that are passing away. Let 
me get practical. How much money 
do you spend for things that pass 

away, and how much money do you 
spend on things that are eternal?  
Are you travelling heavy with the 
accumulation of this world and its 
goods?

Secondly, the highway to heaven 
demands that we put aside the sin 
that clings.  

The highway to heaven is the 
highway to holiness. So let me ask 
you – what sins are clinging to you 
– the ones you particularly love? 
Maybe it’s lust, or power. Or maybe 
it’s  riches, the dream of fame, self-
indulgence… 

Whatever it is, tell Jesus, “I love this 
sin, but I want You to take it from me, 
make me hate and abandon it. I want 
to learn from You to hate every form 
of idolatry, and to fi nd in You and You 
alone, my treasure chest of joy.” 

 That’s the second road sign. That’s 
how you can tell which road you are 
on.

Thirdly, the highway to heaven 
demands that we run with 
endurance.

 When I was in high school, I was a 
long distance runner, and here is 
what I learned. It requires endurance. 

“Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is set 
before us.” (Hebrews 12:1) 

Have you ever been 
driving on an 
unfamiliar road, and 

you say to yourself, “I wonder if 
I am on the right road?” 

According to Hebrews 12:1, there 
are three road signs on the highway 
that leads to heaven – and if we do 
not see these signs, we are on the 
wrong road.

It is so signifi cant to say this: ALL 
ROADS DO NOT LEAD TO HEAVEN. 
Jesus said there is a broad road 
that leads to destruction – only the 
narrow road leads to heaven.  The 
pathway to heaven is the pathway 
of faith, and that is what Hebrews 
11 is all about.  We trust in Christ, His 
work on the cross, and the promises 
He made. We make decisions based 
upon what God has promised. All of 
our life, including our use of time, is 
based on trust.

Abel traveled the narrow road. 
Hebrews 11:4 says, “By faith, Abel 
off ered to God a more acceptable 
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You must ignore all the burning in 
your lungs and muscles in order 
to keep moving forward. It means 
fi ghting through those times in the 
middle of the race when you wonder 
why you are doing all of this.  It 
means always going for the goal. It 
means a long obedience in the same 
direction.  

APPLICATION:
Today, are you on the right road? 

Are you following the right “signs” 
– to travel light, abandon your sins, 
and run with endurance? Spend 
some time in refl ection and prayer to 
evaluate your life journey. Are you on 
the journey to heaven? 

“Therefore, since we are 
surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us also lay aside 
every weight, and the sin which 
clings so closely, and let us run with 
endurance the race that is set before 
us.” (Hebrews 12:1)

(Adapted from the devotional 
book “Quiet Spaces” by Dr. John 
Neufeld. This book is now available 
for a donation of Rs. 50/- only). 

Hello! 
Boyz & Girlz, 

Enjoying Holidays?... 

Want to take challenges?... 
It’s normal to be enthusiastic in taking challenges 
at your age... We know it. Cheer up!!! You have a 
challenge to take. 
Don’t say NO or CAN’T... You are ABLE. 
It’s time to Boost-up your MEMORY & Brush-up your 
ABILITY. 
Here is the challenge... 

J U S T memorize Psalm 1 

YES, I WILL GO FOR IT. 
You can RECITE or WRITE it before a responsible person 

such as your Parents/Pastor/Sunday School Teacher etc... 

Send the fi lled in format given below by 

What’s App/E-mail/Post: 
(for details see Contact Us, Page-3)

This is to confi rm that ______________________(name) 

aged___________, has recited/written PSALM 1 before 

me (Supervisor) without any help on __________(Date).  

Supervisor Sign.  |  Canditates Sign. 

Candidate’s Name, Address, Phone numbers, e-mail 

Supervisor’s Name, Address, Phone numbers, e-mail

No Age Limit, any one can take this challenge... 

Grandpa, Grannies, your Parents & Siblings can also join and be 
a source of INSPIRATION in the way of your COMPETITION.  

This book of the law shall not depart out of your mouth; you shall 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to act in 
accordance with all that is written in it. For then you shall make 

your way prosperous, and then you shall be successful. Joshua 1:8 

A Surprise Gift Awaits You!
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Kids & Youth Spl. Challenge
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Establishing Guidelines

The aisles in the store 
were narrow, and the 
little boy’s sleeve 

brushed a bottle off  the 
shelf onto the fl oor. Instantly 
his mother shook him and 
screamed, “Stupid idiot! You 
can’t do anything right!” That 
mother had a problem. What 
kind of an image was she 
giving that boy to Live up to?

I’ve been impressed with how 
tremendously important a person’s 
self-image really is. When we start 
talking about self-love, self-esteem 
or a good self-image, someone 
immediately comes back with “That’s 
pride! That’s conceit!” But I’ve often 
noticed that the person who toots 
his own whistle or brags about his 
money or education is actually a very 
insecure person with a very shaky 
self-image.

Many business failures and 
innumerable marriage crashes are 
directly traceable to low self-esteem. 
A person with a poor sense of self-
worth gives a bad impression when 
applying for a job and can’t happily 
relate to others if he does get it. In 
marriage he’ll be possessive, jealous 
and unstable. As a parent he’ll be 
either domineering or passive and 
ineff ective. But a person with a strong 

self- image has the comfortable 
feeling of being a worthwhile human 
being. He is not trying to prove 
anything. Consequently, others are 
comfortable around him and enjoy 
his company.

This mental image we have of 
ourselves began taking shape in the 
cradle. When parents cuddle a baby, 
talk to him and feed and change him, 
they are saying, “You’re important to 
us! We love you. When they play with 
him and laugh with him, they are 
saying, “You’re fun to be with! You’re 
delightful!” Their constant love and 
interest is inoculating him against 
failure.

When a child brings home a good 
report card, we applaud him—and 
we should! But his card may not 
always be that good, and some 
youngsters can’t get more than a 
passing grade. Our attitude must 
consistently be “We’re as excited as 
can be when you’re a winner, but 
we love you just because you’re you. 
You’ll never need to win our love by 
being successful.”

Every child has some God-given 
ability, and parents are responsible 
to encourage it. But we must be 

sure that we’re not forcing on him 
our own frustrated dreams and 
ambitions. Such eff orts usually end 
in failure and undercut the child’s real 
potential for personal achievement.

The best way to help someone 
develop an adequate self-image 
is to take him right back to the 
beginning so that he learns how 
and why he was created. When a 
person discovers that he was created 
in God’s image and that there is a 
wonderful plan for his life, he begins 
to feel signifi cant and special. David, 
in the Bible, expressed it well saying 
in eff ect, Thank You, Lord, for making 
me so wonderfully complex. I am 
amazed as I think about this. Your 
workmanship is marvelous, as I well 
know “(see Ps. 139:14).

Self-worth is not based on our 
accomplishments, possessions or 
education but on what God made 
us to be. An exciting relationship 
begins when you say, “Lord, since 
You loved me enough to die for me, 
I  want to know You personally, and 
I’m all Yours.”
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•  The way BTTB is encouraging believers is highly appreciated by 
daily devotion in WhatsApp, Confi dent Living magazine, expository 
preaching, devotional books... are really blessings from the Lord. 
I am a regular reader and my family too spiritually growing up. I have 
recommend my friends to read and support. I pray daily for this ministry 
to be a blessing to spread Lords Kingdom. Our contribution in prayer 
and fi nancial will be always with you. Thank you Lord for Back to the 
Bible.  

— Mr. K L N PRASAD

•  I have been a Faith Partner from the earliest days. Mr. Bishen Singh and 
Mrs. Olive Singh had made a humble beginning of it and ran a small 
offi  ce in Delhi. I had the privilege of listening to Mr. Theodore H.Epp 
(from Radio Ceylon) and Pastor Motilal (from Delhi) for many years. Later 
emigrated to Hyderabad. It has been a matter of joy for me to watch all 
the developments in the organization. Thank God for all of them and for 
the people who worked hard to make them possible over the years. 

— Mr. P. A. Abraham

• Thank you very much, the magazine is very much useful. Especially, the 
“Creative  Bible Learning” helps us to go through the the Bible verse 
by verse. May God bless this ministry hundred fold. We enjoy Radio 
Broadcast also. 

— Sis. Mary S. Paul

• Thank you for ‘Creative Bible Learning” . I am excited about this concept 
and I God willing like to do so on regular basis.  

— Mr. David D’silva- Hyderabad

• Thank you very much for the magazine. It helps me to trace back to my 
commitment and enables me to pursue his way prayerfully.  

— xxxxxx7162 

• I’m sending answers for Bible quiz. Thanks for the opportunity you gave 
us to go through Timothy. May the Lord bless your eff orts. 

— Mrs. Vimal  Dhalwani - Nasik

•  Nice to hear God’s messages, it is building up our faith on our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Please pray for us. We do pray for your ministries. 

— Mr. D.J.N Rao – Bangalore

•  Thank you for sending the magazine regularly. We also thank you for 
sending us the historically very important calendar. Thank the Lord for 
such wonderful and meaningful messages of salvation through which 
I’m growing in my Christian life.  

— Mr. Mpamei A Kadi-Manipur

Letters from Readers...

Share with us how you have been blessed by the 
ministries of Back to the Bible.

email: info@backtothebible.in or SMS: 9492 4400 70 

Names of those who sent 
the  Answers for the Quiz 

(Jan-Feb’ 2017) on I & II Timothy 

CONGRATS TO ALL THE 
WINNERS !!

1. Angelina Pakkianathen- Coimbatore

2. Premalatha Seker- Kadapa

3. Romola Joseph-Bangaluru 

4. John P- west Godavari

5. David D’silva- Hyderabad

6. Darren James-Bilaspur

7. K.L.N. Prasad- Neyveli

8. Jeff ery Byrd-Pune

9. P. Rhoda Grace, Srikakulam

10. Mohan C Kamalam-Nagercoil

11. Joy Daniel

12. Rita I. Hukkeri-Mangalure

13. Jacobaiah Chowdary-Warangal

14. Chandra Kumari- Kanyakumari

15. J.R. Dhanaseelan-Bangalore

16. Nirmalala David- Madurai

17. Mary S. Paul-Secunderabad

18. Mercy Joyston-Madurai

19. Gnana Sree-Secunderabad

20. Ravindra Kalnake-Pune

21. Birdie Stanley-Kannur

22. Vanaja Samuel-Bangalore

23. Hepzie Thomas-Chennai

24. P. Hannah Priyadershini -Kurnool

25. Ruth Rozario –Hyderabad

26. Vimal Dhalwani –Nasik

27. P.E.J. Samuel-Chennai

28. B. I. Pereira- Chennai 
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My new / corrected address is printed below, along with my Subscriber ID# (if known).

I am enclosing `________ to start (renew) of my CL mag. subscription for ____ year(s). (at `200/- per year)

I am enclosing    `5,000/-  for the Life-Time Subscription of Confi dent Living Magazine.

I am enclosing `________ for the gift subscriptions listed below.

I am enclosing `________ as a donation. 

Total Enclosed `________ Please make Cheques/Money Orders payable to “GOOD NEWS BROADCASTING SOCIETY” 

Your Name & Subscriber ID#

Address

City, State, Pin Code

e-mail :     Phone #

Subscription, Donation & 
Address Change form

Please fi ll-up this form and  send it to:
The Good News Broadcasting Society, PO Box : 2002, Secunderabad -500003, Andhra Pradesh, 

India
Phone: +91-040-27796353 / 27795287 |  E-mail: info@backtothebible.in  | www.backtothebible.in 

Send a Gift Subscription to

Address

City, State, Pin Code

e-mail :      Phone #

Send a Gift Subscription to

Address

City, State, Pin Code

e-mail :      Phone #

Send a Gift Subscription to

Address

City, State, Pin Code

e-mail :      Phone #

Send a Gift Subscription to

Address

City, State, Pin Code

e-mail :      Phone #
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Let Him lead thee blindfold 
onwards,
Love needs not to know;
Children whom the Father 
leadeth Ask not where they go.
Though the path be all unknown,
Over moors and mountains lone.
Give no ear to reason’s questions;
Let the blind man hold
That the sun is but a fable
Men believed of old.
At the breast the babe will grow;
Whence the milk he need not 
know.—Gerhard Tersteegen

If we would fi nd God amid all the 
religious externals, we must fi rst 
determine to fi nd Him and then 
proceed in the way of simplicity. 
Now, as always, God discovers 
Himself to “babes” and hides Himself 
in thick darkness from the wise and 
the prudent. We must simplify our 
approach to Him. We must strip 
down to essentials (and they will 
be found to be blessedly few). We 
must put away all eff ort to impress 
and come with the guileless candor 
of childhood. If we do this, without 
doubt God will quickly respond.

When religion has said its last 
word, there is little that we need 
other than God Himself. The evil 
habit of seeking God-and eff ectively 
prevents us from fi nding God in full 
revelation. In the and lies our great 
woe. If we omit the and we shall 
soon fi nd God, and in Him we shall 
fi nd that for which we have all our 
lives been secretly longing.

We need not fear that in seeking 
God only we may narrow our lives or 
restrict the motions of our expanding 
hearts. The opposite is true. We can 
well aff ord to make God our All, to 
concentrate, to sacrifi ce the many 
for the One.

The author of the quaint old 
English classic, The Cloud of 
Unknowing, teaches us how to do 
this.

Lift up thine heart unto God with 
a meek stirring of love; and mean 
Himself, and none of His goods. And 
thereto, look thee loath to think 
on aught but God Himself. So that 
nought work in thy wit, nor in thy 
will, but only God Himself. This is the 

And ye shall seek me, 
and fi nd me, when ye 
shall search for me 

with all your heart. Jer. 29:13 

For every one that asketh 
receiveth; and he that seeketh 
fi ndeth; and to him that knocketh 
it shall be opened. Luke 11:10

Sow to yourselves in 
righteousness, reap in mercy; 
break up your fallow ground: for 
it is time to seek the LORD, till 
he come and rain righteousness 
upon you. Hosea 10:12

Every age has its own 
characteristics. Right now we are in 
an age of religious complexity. The 
simplicity which is in Christ is rarely 
found among us. In its stead are 
programs, methods, organizations 
and a world of nervous activities 
which occupy time and attention 
but can never satisfy the longing of 
the heart. The shallowness of our 
inner experience, the hollowness 
of our worship and that servile 
imitation of the world which marks 
our promotional methods all testify 
that we, in this day, know God only 
imperfectly, and the peace of God 
scarcely at all.
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work of the soul that most pleaseth 
God.

Again, he recommends that in 
prayer we practice a further stripping 
down of everything, even of our 
theology. “For it suffi  ceth enough, a 
naked intent direct unto God without 
any other cause than Himself.” Yet 
underneath all his thinking lay the 
broad foundation of New Testament 
truth, for he explains that by “Himself 
” he means “God that made thee, and 
bought thee, and that graciously 
called thee, to thy degree.” And he 
is all for simplicity: If we would have 
religion lapped and folden in one 
word, for that thou shouldest have 
better hold thereupon, take thee but 
a little word of one syllable: for so 
it is better than of two, for even the 
shorter it is the better it accordeth 
with the work of the Spirit. And such 
a word is this word GOD or this word 
LOVE.

God impoverishes only to make 
rich, becoming in secret Himself the 
substitute for all that He takes away 
from the soul. —Jeanne Guyon

When the Lord divided Canaan 
among the tribes of Israel, Levi 
received no share of the land. God 
said to him simply, “I am thy part 
and thine inheritance,” and by those 
words made him richer than all his 
brethren, richer than all the kings 
and rajas who have ever lived in 
the world. And there is a spiritual 
principle here, a principle still valid 
for every priest of the Most High 
God.

The man who has God for his 
treasure has all things in One. Many 
ordinary treasures may be denied 
him, or if he is allowed to have them, 
the enjoyment of them will be so 
tempered that they will never be 
necessary to his happiness. Or if he 

must see them go, one after one, he 
will scarcely feel a sense of loss, for 
having the Source of all things he has 
in One all satisfaction, all pleasure, all 
delight. Whatever he may lose he 
has actually lost nothing, for he now 
has it all in One, and he has it purely, 
legitimately and forever.

O God, I have tasted Thy 
goodness, and it has both satisfi ed 
me and made me thirsty for more. 
I am painfully conscious of my need 
of further grace. I am ashamed of 
my lack of desire. O God, the Triune 
God, I want to want Thee; I long to 
be fi lled with longing; I thirst to be 
made more thirsty still. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
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In this chapter we shall see 
from the Scriptures why 
God at times permitted 

gifts which served as signs to 
the early church and why they 
were given for a limited time 
only.

In order to fully understand the 
subject of 1 Corinthians 14, it is 
necessary to distinguish between 
gifts of a temporary nature and 
gifts of an eternal nature.

It is also important for us to 
understand that there is a diff erence 
between the gifts of the Holy Spirit 
and the fruit of the Spirit. Gifts are 
given for the performance of certain 
services, and many of them can 
be imitated by Satan. The fruit of 
the Holy Spirit, those attributes of 
righteousness which are the result of 
the presence of the Spirit of God in 
the Christian, cannot be imitated by 
Satan. Remember also that love is the 
basis for the proper administration 
of the gifts.

The Eternal Gift
In 1 Corinthians 13: 8-13 Paul made 

a distinction between the temporary 
gifts and the eternal one, which is 
love. “Charity [love] never faileth: but 
whether there be prophecies, they 
shall fail; whether there be tongues, 
they shall cease; whether there be 
knowledge, it shall vanish away. For 

we know in part, and we prophesy in 
part. But when that which is perfect 
is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away. When I was a 
child, I spake as a child, I understood 
as a child, I thought as a child: but 
when I became a man, I put away 
childish things. For now we see 
through a glass, darkly; but then face 
to face: now I know in part; but then 
shall I know even as also I am known. 
And now abideth faith, hope, charity, 
these three; but the greatest of these 
is charity [love]. “

Although other qualities will 
cease, love will never cease. It is the 
eternal quality of the Holy Spirit. We 
possess only the “earnest, “ or “down 
payment, “ of love now. In eternity 
our hearts will be fi lled with the same 
love with which God loved us when 
He gave His only begotten Son.

To me the sweetest thing in 
heaven will be my having a heart 
fi lled with the love of Christ so that 
I can love those who I think are 
unlovable now. Even though I think 
I cannot love some people here on 
earth, I will be able to love them 
in heaven with God’s love. And 
everybody will love me. That will 
be wonderful! Remember that to a 

certain degree we possess this love 
now (Rom. 5: 5), but the full measure 
awaits our glorifi cation. Love, then, 
is an eternal quality which will be 
fulfi lled in us only when we are in 
heaven.

The Temporary Gifts
In 1 Corinthians 13: 13 Paul 

mentioned three gifts—faith, hope 
and love. Love is the only gift that 
is endless. Faith will be turned into 
sight, and hope will become reality; 
therefore, faith and hope will cease. 
But love will never end.

All other gifts mentioned in 
Scripture are also limited by a 
time element. This includes the 
three specifi c gifts mentioned 
in 1  Corinthians 13: 8: “Whether 
there be prophecies, they shall fail; 
whether there be tongues, they shall 
cease; whether there be knowledge, 
it shall vanish away. “

Prophecy
“Prophecies... shall fail” 

(1  Cor.  13:  8). The word “prophecy” 
has a much broader meaning than 
that of “teaching” or “knowledge. “ It 
means both the foretelling of future 
events and the forth- telling of God’s 
message. This includes preaching 
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the Word in such a way that it brings 
conviction to hearts.

Prophecy was fragmentary in 
Paul’s day. He said, “We prophesy 
in part” (v. 9). The Lord revealed 
one truth with present or future 
signifi cance to one prophet and 
another truth to another prophet. “A 
time will come, “ Paul said, in eff ect, 
“when that which is perfect, or 
mature, will come; then that which is 
fragmentary shall cease. “

Paul’s words were partially fulfi lled 
when the Scriptures, as we have 
them today, were completed. God’s 
revelation was given in fragments to 
many diff erent individuals. However, 
when the revelation became 
complete, that phase of prophecy 
which had to do with the foretelling 
of events was no longer needed. One 
phase of prophecy—forth- telling, or 
the giving forth of God’s message to 
bring conviction—continues in our 
day, but it will not be needed, at least 
in the sense we now know it, after 
the end of the Church Age. 

Knowledge
Paul said that knowledge would 

also cease. “Knowledge” means 
“the understanding of revelation. “ 
However, he pointed out that even 
knowledge is now fragmentary. 
The Old Testament prophets did 
not always understand their own 
prophecies. But God gave some 
people the gift of knowledge so they 
could understand and  interpret 
these revelations. A time is coming 
when the whole truth of Scripture 
will be revealed to us and the need 
for the gift of knowledge will cease. 
For believers this will probably 
happen at the Rapture.

Tongues
The third specifi c gift mentioned 

as being temporary is tongues. The 
meaning of the word “tongues” is 
“languages.“ The gift of tongues 

(languages) was given so that the 
gospel might be spread very quickly 
during the fi rst generation of the 
Christian era. Paul indicated that 
the time would come when this gift 
would no longer be necessary.

“When I was a child, I spake as 
a child, I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child: but when 
I became a man, I put away childish 
things” (1 Cor. 13: 11).

Paul was trying to show that when 
a Christian comes to full maturity 
and his faith grows stronger, he no 
longer needs signs. Signs are for 
children or for those of little faith, 
but a mature Christian has put away 
childish things.

Paul illustrated this truth in 
1  Corinthians 14:20: “Brethren, be 
not children in understanding: 
howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but in understanding be men. “ As 
far as evil is concerned, we should be 
as innocent as little children, but as 
far as knowledge is concerned, we 
should think like adults.

Seeking the Gifts
In 1 Corinthians 1: 7 Paul said, 

“So that ye come behind in no gift. 
“ The Corinthians possessed all the 
gifts of the Holy Spirit. Nevertheless, 
he said, in eff ect, “Among you there 
is contention and division. Some 
of you say, ‘I am of Paul’; others say, 
‘I am of Apollos.’ Some say, ‘I am of 
Cephas’; others say, ‘I am of Christ. ‘ 
So there is division. “

What caused this division? Paul 
partially answered that question in 
Chapter 3, verse 1: “And I, brethren, 
could not speak unto you as unto 
spiritual, but as unto carnal, even as 
unto babes in Christ. “

In eff ect, he said, “I should have 
fed you with meat, but I can feed 
you only with milk. You are carnal; 

you have envy, strife and divisions 
among you. “ This situation was the 
result of pride, which had become 
evident in the church of Corinth. 
Because of this contention, many 
were still babes.

Today many believers are 
remaining babes in Christ, being 
contentious over something 
because they do not know what the 
Scriptures teach. If a doctrine sounds 
reasonable or if a preacher makes 
a certain statement, they accept it 
without studying the Scriptures.

The Corinthians were 
overemphasizing the miraculous, 
or sign, gifts, especially the gift 
of tongues. But Paul urged them 
to seek the best gifts: “But covet 
earnestly the best gifts” (12: 31). 
“Follow after charity [love], and 
desire spiritual gifts, but rather that 
ye may prophesy” (14: 1).

Prophecy, the speaking forth 
of the Word of God, is that kind 
of gift. “I  would that ye all spake 
with tongues, but rather that ye 
prophesied: for greater is he that 
prophesieth than he that speaketh 
with tongues” (v. 5). The gift of 
prophecy, therefore, is the greatest 
of these gifts. 

“Some people have a warped 
idea of living the Christian life. 
Seeing talented, successful 
Christians, they attempt to 
imitate them. For them, the 
grass on the other side of the 
fence is always greener. But 
when they discover that their 
own gifts are diff erent or their 
contributions are more modest 
(or even invisible), they collapse 
in discouragement and overlook 
genuine opportunities that 
are open to them. They have 
forgotten that they are here to 
serve Christ, not themselves.” 

— Billy Graham. 
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Satan’s Target - Your Will 

Warren W. Wiersbe

leave him to suff er the consequences; 
but this is not what happens. Satan 
has one more stratagem that can 
make the disobedient Christian 
doubly defeated. We read about it in 
Zechariah 3:1-7.

Then he showed me Joshua the 
high priest standing before the angel 
of the LORD, and Satan standing at his 
right hand to accuse him. The LORD 
said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, 
Satan! Indeed, the LORD who has 
chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this 
not a brand plucked from the fi re?”

Now Joshua was clothed with 
fi lthy garments and standing before 
the angel. He spoke and said to those 
who were standing before him, saying, 
“Remove the fi lthy garments from 
him. ”Again he said to him, “See, I have 
taken your iniquity away from you and 
will clothe you with festal robes. ” Then 
I said, “Let them put a clean turban on 
his head. ” So they put a clean turban 
on his head and clothed him with 
garments, while the angel of the LORD 
was standing by.

And the angel of the LORD 
admonished Joshua, saying, “Thus 
says the LORD of hosts, ‘If you will walk 
in My ways, and if you will perform 
My service, then you will also govern 
My house and also have charge of My 
courts, and I will grant you free access 
among these who are standing here.’”

cont... 

Then I heard a loud voice 
in heaven, saying, “Now 
the salvation, and the 

power, and the kingdom of 
our God and the authority of 
His Christ have come, for the 
accuser of our brethren has 
been thrown down, he who 
accuses them before our God 
day and night.” Revelation 12:10

But one whom you forgive 
anything, I forgive also ... so that no 
advantage would be taken of us by 
Satan, for we are not ignorant of his 
schemes. 2 CORINTHIANS 2:10-11

For the sorrow that is according to 
the will of God produces a repentance 
without regret, leading to salvation, 
but the sorrow of the world produces 
death. 2 CORINTHIANS 7:10

Suppose that the believer does 
not take advantage of his victorious 
position in Christ. Suppose he 
refuses to use the spiritual defenses 
provided. Suppose the believer sins. 
What then?

You would think that Satan, having 
led the person into sin, would then 

The Accuser 
The Strategy of Satan 

OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLE: JOSHUA 

In this Issue: 

• SATAN’S TARGET your heart 
and conscience

• SATAN’S WEAPON: accusation

• SATAN’S PURPOSE: to bring 
an indictment by God’s will

In the Next Issue:

YOUR DEFENSE: the 
interceding Son of God



| CONFIDENT LIVING16 MAR - APR | 2017

SATAN’S TARGET
YOUR HEART AND CONSCIENCE

This scene, unlike the other three 
we have examined, is in heaven. The 
setting is that of a courtroom: God 
is the Judge, Joshua the high priest 
is the defendant, and Satan is the 
prosecutor trying to prove Joshua 
guilty. Satan appears to have a case, 
because Joshua is wearing fi lthy 
garments and the high priest was 
always to wear clean clothes. The 
prophet Zechariah had this vision at 
a time when the nation of Israel had 
sinned against the Lord. The people 
had returned to Palestine after their 
Babylonian captivity, and there was 
hope that the nation would obey 
God and serve him. But sad to say, 
they had not learned their lesson. 
When you read the books of Ezra 
and Nehemiah, and the prophecies 
of Zechariah, Haggai, and Malachi, 
you discover that the Jewish men 
were divorcing their wives and 
marrying heathen women; that 
Jewish merchants were charging 
their brethren exorbitant interest 
rates; and that even the priests were 
robbing God and keeping the best of 
the sacrifi ces for themselves.

This explains why Joshua’s priestly 
garments were dirty. He represented 
the people before God, and the 
people were sinful. Satan knew that 
they were sinful, and he protested 
to God that Israel should be judged. 
You can imagine Satan’s arguments:

“Have you considered your 
servants in Israel, that they are a 
rebellious and disobedient people? 
You chastened them in Babylon, 
hoping to teach them obedience. 
Now they have returned to their 
land by your goodness—and they 
are disobeying you again! You are a 
holy God, and Israel is supposed to 
be a holy people. If you are as holy 
and just as you claim, then you must 
judge Israel. If you do not judge 

them, then you are not true to your 
own nature or your own law. Israel is 
guilty! ”

How do you think Joshua felt 
during all of this trial? Certainly his 
heart was broken, his conscience 
was smitten. What defense did he 
have?

When you and I have disobeyed 
God, Satan moves in for that fi nishing 
stroke. He attacks us in our heart and 
conscience. “So you are a Christian?” 
he sneers. “You are not a very good 
Christian! You go to church, you read 
your Bible, you even seek to serve the 
Lord. And look what you have done! 
If your friends at church knew what 
kind of a person you really were, they 
would throw you out!”

See how subtle and merciless 
Satan really is. Before We sin—while 
he is tempting us—he whispers, 
“You can get away with this!” Then 
after we sin, he shouts at us, “You will 
never get away with this!”

Have you ever heard his hateful 
voice in your heart and conscience? 
It is enough to make a Christian give 
up in despair!

SATAN’S WEAPON
ACCUSATION

When Satan talks to you about 
God, he lies. But when he talks to 
God about you, he sometimes tells 
the truth! He is “the accuser of our 
brethren.” He has access to heaven, 
to the very throne of God; and there 
he reminds God of the condition of 
his saints. You and I know about this 
accusation because we feel it in our 
own heart and conscience.

“See what Abraham just did! He 
lied about his wife! ”

“Did you see what David did? 
He committed adultery with his 
neighbor’s wife, and then killed her 

husband! Judge him! Judge him!”

 “Were you listening, God? Did you 
just hear Peter curse and swear and 
deny your Son three limes? Are you 
going to let him get away with that?”

It is important that we learn 
to distinguish between Satan’s 
accusations and the Spirit’s 
conviction. A feeling of guilt and 
shame is a good thing if it comes from 
the Spirit of God. If we listen to the 
devil, it will only lead to regret and 
remorse and defeat.

When the Spirit of God convicts 
you, he uses the Word of God in love 
and seeks to bring you back into 
fellowship with your Father. When 
Satan accuses you, he uses your 
own sins in a hateful way, and he 
seeks to make you feel helpless and 
hopeless. Judas listened to the devil 
and went out and hanged himself. 
Peter looked at the face of Jesus and 
wept bitterly, but later came back 
into fellowship with Christ.

When you listen to the devil’s 
accusations (all of which may be 
true), you open yourself up to 
despair and spiritual paralysis. “My 
situation is hopeless!” I have heard 
more than one Christian exclaim, 
“I’m too far gone—the Lord could 
never take me back.” When you have 
that helpless, hopeless feeling, you 
can be sure Satan is accusing you.

SATAN’S PURPOSE
TO BRING AN INDICTMENT BY 

GOD’S WILL
Satan wants you to feel guilty. 

He wants you to experience regret 
and remorse, but not repentance. 
He wants to keep accusing you so 
that you focus your attention on 
yourself and your sins. If once you 
look away by faith to Jesus Christ, 
you will repent, confess your sins, 
and fi nd cleansing and restoration of 
fellowship. As long as you are feeling 
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guilty, you are under indictment and 
you are moving farther and farther 
from the Lord. True conviction from 
the Spirit will move you closer to the 
Lord.

I recall a phone conversation 
I had with a Christian lady who had 
lived for several years under the 
indictment of guilt. She had heard 
me over the radio and had phoned 
for help. I do not know her name, but 
I do know that her case is typical of 
many Christians.

“When I was a teenager,” she told 
me, “I got into some pretty terrible 
sin. A few years later, I was saved. 
Now I’m married and have a family. 
The other day the pastor asked me 
to teach a Sunday school class, and 
I’d really like to, but my past keeps 
bothering me. I’ve been asked to 
teach before, and I’ve always made 
some kind of excuse. Do I have to 
keep doing this for the rest of my 
life?”

I asked her to get her Bible, and 
together (over the phone) we read 
the verses that I will share with you 
in the next section of this study. It 
did not take long before she was 
rejoicing in God’s provision for her 
feelings of guilt. I trust that today she 
is still serving the Lord.

Satan wants you to feel guilty. 
Your heavenly Father wants you to 
know that you are forgiven. Satan 
knows that if you live under a dark 
cloud of guilt, you will not be able to 
witness eff ectively or serve the Lord 
with power and blessing. Sad to say, 
there are some churches that major 
in guilt. They seem to feel that unless 
a Christian goes home from a service 
feeling like a failure, the services 
have not been a blessing. “Every time 
we go to church,” a lady wrote me, 
“the pastor spanks us. What should 
we do?” To be sure, there is a place 
for proper spiritual conviction; but 

we must not major on guilt. To do so 
is to play right into the devil’s hands.

Paul had a situation like that in 
the church at Corinth. One of the 
members had fallen into sin and had 
refused to repent and make things 
right with God and the church. 
In 1 Cor.5, Paul told the church to 
discipline that man; and apparently 
they did, for Paul wrote,

Suffi  cient for such a one is this 
punishment which was infl icted by 
the majority. 2Corinthians 2:6

At fi rst, when this sin was detected, 
the Corinthian believers were very 
complacent and refused to act. 
Paul’s letter shocked them into their 
senses; but then they went to the 
other extreme and made it so hard 
on the off ender that they would not 
forgive him! So Paul had to counsel 
them, so that on the contrary you 
should rather forgive and comfort 
him, otherwise such a one might be 
overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 
Wherefore I urge you to reaffi  rm your 
love for him ... so that no advantage 
would be taken of us by Satan, for 
we are not ignorant of his schemes. 
2 Corinthians 2:7-8, 11

Excessive guilt and sorrow can 
only lead to depression, despair, 
and defeat. Sometimes it leads to 
destruction; even Christians have 
been known to attempt suicide in 
order to escape Satanic accusation.

What, then, is your defense 
against Satan’s accusations? 

To be continued... 

(In the next issue we will see What 
is your defence?)

Whenever we fi nd 
that our religious life 
is making us feel that 
we are good - above 
all, that we are better 
than someone else 
- I  think we may be 
sure that we are being 
acted on, not by God, 
but by the devil. 

— C. S. Lewis 
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500TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE REFORMATION

Arguing in favour of extra-
biblical revelations and experiences, 
some preachers quote John 20:30 
that there are many acts of Jesus 
not recorded in the Gospels. But 
have you noticed in verse 31 that 
whatever is written is enough for our 
“eternal life?”

Several Churches keep traditions 
along with the Scriptures. Jesus in 
His time vehemently condemned 
this practice: Mark 7:9,13, “All too well 
you set aside the commandment 
of God that you may keep your 
tradition ... You have made the Word 
of God of no eff ect through your 
tradition which you have handed 
down. And many such things you 
do!” Man in his fallen nature always 
tends to cherish his own tradition 
over God’s revealed truth. What he 
thinks appears more important to 
him than what God says.

John Wesley, one of the Revivalists 
of the 17th Century, emphatically 
said, “The Church is to be judged 

The Bible is inerrant. Psalm 19:7, 
“The Law of the Lord is perfect, 
restoring the soul.” The Bible is 
infallible. John 10:35b, “The Scripture 
cannot be broken.” The Bible is 
indestructible. Mark 13:31, “Heaven 
and earth will pass away, but My 
words will by no means pass away.”

The Bible is suffi  cient. That’s why 
the Apostles fi rmly stated that we 
must not even think “beyond what’s 
written” (1 Corinthians 4:6). Apostle 
Paul presents himself and Apollos 
as patterns to confi ne ourselves 
within the Scriptures. Apostle John 
concludes the Book of Revelation 
with the words: “If anyone adds to 
these things, God will add to him the 
plagues that are written in this book; 
and if anyone takes away from the 
words of the book of this prophecy, 
God shall take away his part from 
the Book of Life” (Revelation 
22:18,19). Though this passage 
applies specifi cally to the Book of 
Revelation, the principle holds good 
for the entire Bible.

The Bible is the inspired 
Word of God; it’s not 
born out of man’s 

imagination. 2 Peter 1:20,21, 
“No prophesy of Scripture is 
of any private interpretation; 
because prophesy never came 
by the will of man, but holy 
men of God spoke as they were 
moved by the Holy Spirit.” Yes, 
the Bible is the result of Divine 
inspiration and not the product 
of human imagination. This 
is what we are to know “fi rst!” 
(v20).

There are liberal theologians in 
our pulpits who say that the Bible 
just “contains” the Word of God. We 
totally reject this view and protest 
it. This Bible “is” the Word of God. It 
was God the Holy Spirit who inspired 
the Biblical writers to write down the 
statements of godly men as well as 
ungodly people. The Holy Spirit is 
the Author of the Holy Scriptures, 
and therefore the Bible “is” the Word 
of God. I call upon believers in all 
denominations to chase liberals and 
modernists away from our pulpits.
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by the Scriptures, not the Scriptures 
by the Church!” Beloved, in the 
beginning was the Word, not the 
Church!

What about Apocrypha? The word 
“apocrypha” means “hidden.” The 
Apocryphal books were produced 
between 200 BC and AD 100. They 
were not accepted by anyone as 
Scripture. But in reaction to the 
Protestant Reformers, in order to 
support their practices of praying for 
the dead (in purgatory), forgiveness 
of sins through good deeds, etc., 
the Roman Catholics added these 
books to the Bible in 1546. So they 
have 46 Books in the Old Testament 
instead of 39. But the New Testament 
never quotes from Apocrypha which 
the Roman Catholic Church later 
adopted.

Can we then quote from the 
sayings of non-Christian poets and 
dramatists? Whatever may be the 
moral content of these sayings, they 
can only impart “knowledge,” and 
not “wisdom” unto soul salvation like 
the Bible (2 Timothy 3:15). Quoting 
from secular writers occasionally 
is not wrong. Apostle Paul, while 
addressing the idol-worshippers in 
Athens from Mars Hill, said, “Some 
of your own poets have said, We are 
also God’s off spring!” (Acts 17:28).

‘Our entire life must be 
characterised by “what the Bible 
says!” Look at these passages which 
emphasize this point: Matthew 
21:42; John 7:38; Romans 4:3; 10:8; 
11:2; Galatians 4:30; 1 Timothy 5:18; 
James 4:5). If our faith is not founded 
on Bible the Word of God, how 
do we know that Christ died and 
rose again? Do we have any actual 
photograph of Christ’s crucifi xion? 
There’s more than one empty 
tomb in Israel. Which one did Jesus 
occupy? Our belief in Crucifi xion and 
Resurrection is solely based on what 
the Bible says. Apostle Paul rightly 

wrote to the Corinthian Christians, 
“Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures, and was buried, and 
rose again the third day according to 
the Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3,4). 
He says that this is the word by which 
they were “saved” and they were to 
“stand fi rm” on it (vv l,2). No wonder 
the primary attack of the devil is on 
God’s Word. He injected unbelief 
into Eve’s mind with the question, 
“Has God SAID?” (Genesis 3:1).

Very few Christians have read 
through the entire Bible atleast 
once. There’s no unnecessary or 
unimportant passage in any of the 
66 Books of the Bible. There are 
truths to be learnt from genealogical 
passages too! Apostle Paul stressed 
to young Timothy, “ALL Scripture is 
profi table” (2 Timothy 3:16). Growth 
from childhood to manhood in 
Christian life is through the Scripture 
only (vvl5,17). Neglecting any 
portion of the Bible will be to our 
disadvantage. God in His wisdom 
has revealed the truth to us in His 
Word both through “teaching” and 
“testimony” (Isaiah 8:20). We need 
no other source to understand His 
mind (vl9). Get hold of a reading 
plan to read thro’ the entire Bible. 
(My 60-page booklet, Bible Calendar, 
presents a plan to read through the 
Bible over a period of two years, and 
memorize 100 verses per year.)

However spiritual an experience 
may appear, we don’t arrive at truth 
based on it. It’s never experience 
to truth; it’s always Bible truth to 
test any experience. We are not 
obliged to endorse or embrace any 
experience that’s not confi rmed by 
the plain teaching of the Scripture. 
Sola Scriptural

Let’s remember here the nearly 
200 Bibleless languages in India. The 
privilege of having the Bible in our 
mother tongue in so many versions, 
adds up our responsibility (Luke 
12:48). Thank God for Martin Luther 
who translated the Bible from Latin 
into German for commoners to read 
and understand. He did it against all 
odds.

Book of books, our people’s 
strength,
Stateman’s, teacher’s, hero’s 
treasure,
Bringing freedom, spreading 
truth,
Shedding light that none can 
measure!
Wisdom comes to those who 
know thee.
All the best we have we owe thee.
—Percy Dearmer, 1867-1936
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Marriage 

G. Christian Weiss

Bible Times & Customs

In the Bible, marriage holds a very prominent 
and sacred place. In the lands of the Near 
East, even to the present time, the marriage 

ceremony is one of the chief events in family and 
community life.

Marriage is referred to in the Bible in such passages 
as Ps. 19:5; Is. 49:18; 61:10; 62:5; Jer. 2:32; Matt. 9:15; and 
Rev. 21:2,9. Above all else, serious Bible students should 
remember that the human marriage relationship is used 
to symbolize the relationship between the Lord and His 
redeemed people (Eph. 5:21-33). In the Old Testament, 
Israel, God’s ancient people, was pictured as the wife of 
Jehovah (Hos. 2:14-20); and in the New Testament the 
Church is called “the bride” of Jesus Christ (John 3:29; 
Rev. 19:7-9).

In modern life there are many variations in the details 
of the marriage ceremony, and this was also true in Bible 
times. Then, as now, customs depended to a great extent 
on the station in life of the parties being married. Because 
of this, it is diffi  cult to give a precise, overall description 
of the marriage ceremony in Bible times and say, “This is 
the way it was.” But we can point out some general facts 
based on a study of the Bible and the customs observed 
in Bible lands to the present time.

The formal betrothal usually took place quite a long 
time before the marriage—sometimes several years 
before. The family of the bridegroom-elect arranged 
the betrothal with the parents of the young woman he 
desired in marriage, and a certain dowry was settled on. 
Among Jewish people this betrothal cannot even now 
be broken without a paper of divorce from a rabbi.

The actual marriage ceremony involved several days 
of festivity and customary rites. The bridal procession 
to the home of the groom for the consummation of the 
nuptials was always a gala event, even among the poorer 
people. While the exact pattern followed in Bible lands 
at the present time diff ers among Christians, Jews and 

Muslims, this was the general procedure. The bride had 
a trousseau and a variety of household goods. Some of 
these may have been purchased with the dowry money, 
and some may have been given as wedding gifts. The 
gifts were usually borne before her by those making up 
the procession.

The procession, which usually wound through 
the streets at night, moved slowly and was preceded 
by musicians and dancers and sometimes by those 
performing wild feats of horsemanship. The bride 
herself may have arrived either riding an animal, being 
carried in a sedan chair, or perhaps on foot, but in any 
case she was invariably covered by a colorful canopy. 
She was usually dressed rather gaily but with her hair 
fl owing loosely. Her coiff ure was cared for by some of 
her maidens-in- waiting after she reached the home 
of her groom. This procession was made up of both 
men and women—some from among her own circle 
of friends and some from her parent’s family. When the 
bride arrived at the home of her husband-to-be, the 
women of his household and the invited guests met 
her with songs and censers of burning incense and 
conducted her into the best room in the house, which 
was beautifully decorated as the bridal chamber.

The groom himself was absent when the bridal party 
arrived. He purposely stayed away and spent the time 
at the home of one of his relatives, where he also ate his 
supper. He and the party that made up his procession 
then dressed themselves properly for the occasion and 
had a good time together before proceeding to his own 
home where his bride had already been received. After 
all the expected members of his party were courteously 
welcomed and their congratulations had been received, 
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they proceeded in the bridegroom’s procession 
to the awaiting bride at the house of the 
bridegroom. This procession was usually made 
between 11:00 p.m. and midnight. Flaming 
torches were held aloft by special bearers 
and the procession swept slowly along to the 
groom’s house, where the bride’s attendants 
were waiting to meet them.

Great crowds often assembled on the 
balconies, on the garden walls, and on the 
fl at roofs of the houses on each side of the 
road to watch the impressive spectacle. The 
bridegroom was the center of the special 
interest, and whispering voices were often 
heard saying, “Look! There he is!” As they 
traveled along, women raised their voices 
in a special shrill cry which expressed joy at 
marriages and at other times of family and 
public rejoicing. As the procession approached 
the bridegroom’s own house, the pace was 
quickened and the cry was raised with louder 
voices: “He is coming, he is coming!” Just prior 
to his arrival, the bride’s maidens-in-waiting 
came out a short distance with lamps and 
candles to meet the procession and to light up 
the entrance as the groom’s party approached 
the house.

Once the bride and the groom were together 
in his home, they were seated together under 
a brilliantly decorated canopy, and although 
there were no special marriage vows in our 
occidental sense of the term, the nuptials were 
culminated in a festival of great pomp. This was 
given by the father of the groom rather than by 
the father of the bride. This feast usually lasted 
from three to seven days, the festivities on the 
last day being the most elaborate and elegant.

Residents of Bible lands have remarked that 
in some weddings, when the bridegroom’s 
party entered his house to celebrate the 
marriage, the doors were promptly closed and 
no others were allowed to enter thereafter. 
Also, in some instances the groom’s household 
provided special wedding garments for 
all guests, and these had to be worn. Such 
customs, of course, throw much light on the 
parables of the Bible, such as that which tells of 
a king who gave a marriage celebration for his 
son (Matt. 22) and the parable of the ten virgins 
(ch. 25). 
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I. Develop an Attitude of 
Contentment

It is vitally important as we 
approach the end of our lives that 
we do not keep buying, acquiring, 
purchasing and accumulating. Isn’t 
it strange how people will spend 
money they don’t have to buy things 
they don’t need to impress people 
they don’t like? Buy, buy, buy! What 
is wrong with us?

The Bible teaches that “godliness 
with contentment is great gain” 
(I Tim. 6:6). Paul had learned in 
whatever state or condition he found 
himself, there he would be content 
(Phil. 4:11). Contentment is when our 
yearning power does not exceed our 
earning power.

Hebrews 13:5 advises us to “be 
content with such things as ye have,” 
for the Lord promises, “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.” We 
Christians must develop an attitude 
of contentment.

When my family and I moved to 
Nebraska to become apart of the 

Back to the Bible ministry, my wife 
and I decided we would purposefully 
buy a less expensive house than we 
had; we would buy down, so we 
could free up more funds for the 
work of the Lord. We have never 
been more content.

Contentment means having 
the courage to do without all the 
frills and gadgets of life so we 
can concentrate on our ending 
attitudes—those attitudes which 
aff ect how we choose to live both 
here and in eternity.

II. DEVELOP AN ATTITUDE OF 
DISPERSAL

In recent years the expression 
“planned giving” has become 
popular, and it’s about time. I have 
always been amazed at how some 
Christians are good stewards in life 
but very poor stewards in death. 
Some forget about God entirely 
when developing an attitude of 
dispersal of their worldly goods.

An attitude of dispersal, of 
passing from your hands what God 
has committed to them, will require 

Far Above All 

In Isaiah 55:8,9 the LORD 
God reminded Isaiah, “For 
my thoughts are not your 

thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways, saith the LORD. 
For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.”

The kingdom of God runs counter 
to the culture of the world. Our 
contemporary culture says, “Blessed 
are the achievers who can proudly 
sing, ‘I did it my way.’” Jesus said, 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit.”

Our contemporary culture 
says, “Blessed are those who push 
themselves to the top and attain 
great power.” Jesus said, “Blessed are 
the meek.”

Ending attitudes are those 
attitudes we hold as we head toward 
the closing days of our lives. They 
are attitudes forged from a life of 
walking with the Lord and reading 
His Word. We should not expect the 
ending attitudes of the Christian to 
resemble the ending attitudes of the 
world, but, tragically, they often do.

Here are some biblical ending 
attitudes, attitudes which please 
God as we approach the end of our 
lives.
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a dispersal strategy. At the very least 
this should include a will to provide 
for your family and maybe even some 
friends. As mentioned previously, it 
is biblical to provide an inheritance 
for your  family (Prov. 13:22). But we 
dare not forget God in our dispersal 
strategy. Including your church and 
the work of the Lord around the 
world proves you have a proper 
ending attitude.

Some older Christians have 
children who are fi nancially 
comfortable themselves. Especially 
when this is the case, they must take 
special care not to forget God. We 
love our children and want to care for 
them as best we can.  But do we love 
God any less? Our dispersal attitudes 
should refl ect our awareness that 
everything we have belongs to God 
and is graciously given to us as His 
stewards.

Remember the haunting words 
of the Lord Jesus in Luke 12:20: “This 
night thy soul shall be required of 
thee: then whose shall those things 
be, which thou hast provided?” If 
someone were to ask us this same 
question, would we know the 
answer? Without a will we wouldn’t.

It is wise stewardship for a 
Christian to have a will, to provide for 
his family and the work of the Lord, 
and to make good arrangements for 
the dispersal of his worldly goods 
before his soul is required of him.

The Apostle Paul’s last will and 
testament may be II Timothy, the 
last known letter he wrote before he 
died. In the last chapter of this last 
letter he says, “For I am now ready 
to be off ered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought a 
good fi ght, I have fi nished my course, 
I have kept the faith: Henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness.” (II Tim. 4:6-8).

Of course, this is speaking-about 
Paul’s spiritual preparation for 
heaven, but the same applies to his 
physical preparation. Everything was 
in order. All the papers were signed 
and witnessed. Paul was ready to go. 
I wonder if the same can be said of 
us, both spiritually and physically?

III. DEVELOP A PRESENT GIVING 
ATTITUDE

We must remember that we have 
money and wealth and possessions 
in our hands right now. We are 
accountable now, we have the 
opportunity to serve God now, not 
just with our estate in the future. 
That’s exactly what the parable of 
the stewards in Matthew 25 teaches 
us. Invest now!

Developing a giving attitude 
as the end of your life approaches 
should strike a balance between 
caring for your own needs and 
God’s needs. Remember the story of 
Elijah and the widow of Zarephath. 
First  Kings 17 records that the 
woman was not wealthy; in fact, she 
was poor. She had only enough meal 
left to bake one little cake for her son 
and herself before they died. The 
man of God made her to care fi rst for 
the needs of God and then for her 
own needs. When she did, both their 
needs were met.

Ending attitudes give reasonable 
consideration to the global needs 
of the Gospel and reasonable 
consideration to your own needs in 
the latter years of your life.

Christian statesman and one-
time Prime  Minister of Great 
Britain William E. Gladstone advised 
Christians, “There is no charity in a 
man’s leaving money in his will; he 
has simply got to leave it. The time 
to administer your trust is while you 
are still living.”

My friend Lehman Strauss said it 
this way: “Do your giving while you’re 
living, then you’re knowing where it’s 
going.” That’s not only great advice, 
it’s a great ending attitude.

The one way to make sure that 
what God has entrusted to you will 
be used in the manner you wish after 
you’re gone is to give it to God before 
you go. That’s good stewardship.

What you give for the cause of 
charity in health is gold; what you 
give in death is lead.” — Old Jewish 
Proverb

C. T. Studd was a world champion 
cricket player in 19th century 
England. This talented athlete came 
to know Christ as Saviour and some 
time thereafter his father died. Studd 
inherited 29,000 British pounds, 
an amount worth approximately 
$150,000—quite a sizable fortune in 
those days.

But C. T. Studd had an exemplary 
attitude toward money. He would 
not permit it to master him. He 
viewed it as a stewardship placed 
in his hand by God. He didn’t want 
money to be a curse to him, so Studd 
invested his inheritance in Christian 
missions. He donated 5,000 pounds 
to missionary Hudson Taylor, 5,000 
pounds to William Booth, founder 
of the Salvation Army, and 5,000 
pounds to evangelist D. L. Moody. 
The rest he gave to other ministries 
until he had only 3,400 pounds left. 
This he gave to his bride on their 
wedding day, but she refused to 
accept it. Her response was, “The rich 
young ruler was asked to give all.”

With that he gave the remainder 
of his inheritance to the work of the 
Lord, and he and his wife left for 
Africa as missionaries. C. T. Studd 
had proven his attitudes toward 
money were pure. And are there any 
dividends from what he invested in 
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the work of the Lord? Look around 
you! The dividends are still coming 
in from these ministries. And all 
because one man saw that all that 
he had belonged to God.

God does not impress it upon 
every Christian to give away all the 
money he or she has. He doesn’t 
want us to. What He wants is for 
us to adopt biblical attitudes 
toward money, especially ending 
attitudes—attitudes that take us 
through the curtain of death all the 
way to the gates of Glory.

Conclusion

While we need not be ashamed 
of money, wealth or possessions, 
we dare not be enamored of them 
either. Christians must have a 
biblical perspective on where their 
possessions come from, why they 
are here, and where they are going. 
Here is that biblical perspective.

1. God places money in our hands 
as an act of sovereignty. “The LORD 
maketh poor, and maketh rich” 
(I Sam. 2:6-8).

2. God places money in our hands 
as an act of grace. “Every man also 
to whom God hath given riches 
and wealth ... this is the gift of God” 
(Eccles. 5:19,20).

3. God places money in our hands 
as an act of examination. “If I have 
made gold my hope ... I should 
have denied the God that is above” 
(Job 31:24,28)

4. God places money in our hands 
as an act of preparation. “Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee: then whose shall 
those things be, which thou hast 
provided?” (Luke 12:20).

The sovereign God never places 
money, wealth or possessions in 

our hands without reason. They 
are always an act of examination, 
a test of our stewardship. To hoard 
our possessions for ourselves is to 
fail that test. Everything we are, 
everything we have relates more to 
our future than to our present. To live 
only for the present is the ultimate 
act of a fool. To invest only in the 
present is the ultimate investment 
of a fool. The Christian must always 
practice the truth of one of life’s 
greatest maxims—”Only one life 
‘twill soon be past; only what’s done 
for Christ will last.”

What I kept, I lost;
What I spent, I had;
What I gave, I have.
— Persian Proverb
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But those rhymes prepared the way 
for her prolifi c writing ministry in later 
years. Her mother often said to her, 
“Fanny dear, pray to God to prepare 
you for all that He is preparing for 
you.” Frances even wrote long letters 
in rhyme to her brother Frank and 
to some of her young friends. One 
of her little poems proved to be 
prophetic.

Sunday is a pleasant day,
When we to church do go;
For there we sing and read and 
pray,
And hear the sermon too.
And if we love to pray and read
While we are in our youth,
The Lord will help us in our need
And keep us in His truth.

Her mother died when Frances 
was only eleven years old. On that 
day, July 5,1848, Frances wrote in her 
notebook:

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
Neither can man’s heart conceive,
The blessed things God hath 
prepared For those who love Him 
and believe.

God had been working in her 
heart, and she desperately wanted 
to know for sure that she was 
converted and going to heaven. 
The struggle lasted more than 

Frances Ridley Havergal 
was to Great Britain 
what Fanny Crosby was 

to the United States, and the 
two women had a great deal 
in common. Both had to put 
up with physical limitations: 
Crosby was blind, and Havergal 
endured what the Victorians 
called “delicate health,” 
including a great deal of pain, 
all her life. Each of them was 
converted early in life and then 
had a deeper life experience 
in later years. Both were gifted 
singers and instrumentalists as 
well as gifted writers, and both 
had phenomenal memories.

Though they never met on earth, 
the two Franceses corresponded 
and loved one another across the 
miles. Havergal sent Fanny Crosby 
a long poem, “An English Tribute to 
Fanny Crosby,” which ends:

Dear blind sister over the sea.
An English heart goes forth to thee!
We are linked by a cable of faith and 
song,
Flashing bright sympathy swift 
along;
One in the east and one in the west,
Singing for Him whom our souls 
love best;
“Singing for Jesus,” telling His love,
All the way to our home above,
Where the severing sea, with its 
restless tide,
Never shall hinder, and never divide.
Sister, what will our meeting be,

When our hearts shall sing and our 
eyes shall see!

While Fanny Crosby excelled in 
writing the gospel songs, Frances 
Ridley Havergal’s songs were more of 
a devotional nature, calling believers 
to a deeper dedication to Christ. Her 
most famous dedication hymn is 
“Take My Life and Let It Be,” which 
she wrote on February 4,1874, after 
a thrilling night of praise and prayer 
because of a very special victory the 
Lord had given her.

But we are also familiar with “Lord, 
Speak to Me that I May Speak,” “Like a 
River Glorious,” “Who Is on the Lords 
Side?” and “I Gave My Life for Thee.”

Frances Ridley Havergal was 
born December 14,1836, in Astley, 
Worcestershire, England, where her 
father, William Henry Havergal, was 
vicar of the Astley Anglican church. 
She inherited her musical ability 
from her father, who was quite well 
known as a writer and publisher of 
church music. She learned to read 
by the time she was three, and when 
she was four, she was reading the 
Bible.

She discovered her talent for 
writing verse when she was seven 
and kept a notebook of what most 
people would call childish rhymes. 
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three years. A sermon she heard on 
divine judgment “haunted” her, and 
each time she witnessed the Lord’s 
Supper she was deeply moved. But 
it was while she was away at school 
in 1851 that she found the peace of 
salvation. God used the witness of 
a newly converted friend and the 
counsel of Miss Caroline Cook, who 
later became her stepmother, to 
bring her assurances of eternal life.

Frances spent a year in Germany 
and there received professional 
confi rmation that she did indeed 
have musical and poetic gifts of 
the highest quality. A remarkable 
student, she was competent not 
only in music and writing, but also 
in languages: she knew Greek, 
Hebrew, Latin, German, French, and 
Italian. According to her sister Maria, 
Frances had memorized all of the 
Gospels and Epistles, as well as Isaiah 
(her favorite book), the Psalms, the 
Minor Prophets, and Revelation!

In 1858 she returned to Germany 
with her father, who was seeking 
further treatment for his affl  icted 
eyes; it was then that she wrote 
“I  Gave My Life for Thee”. Visiting a 
pastor’s home, she saw a picture of 
the crucifi xion on the wall, and under 
it the motto, “I did this for thee. What 
hast thou done for me?” Quickly she 
took a pencil and wrote the words 
that are so familiar to Christians 
everywhere; but she was dissatisfi ed 
with them, so she threw the paper in 
the fi re. The paper immediately came 
out unharmed! She kept the poem 
and later showed it to her father, 
who not only encouraged her to 
keep it but also wrote a tune for it. 
However, the tune we usually use 
today was written by Philip P. Bliss.

As Frances matured, she found 
herself  being used  by God in writing, 
teaching the Bible, visiting the poor 
and affl  icted, and corresponding 
with people who felt led to share 

their problems with her. She taught 
a children’s Sunday school class at 
whatever church her father was 
pastoring, and she kept a permanent 
register of her students’ names 
so that she might pray for them. 
I wonder what would happen to our 
children and young people if each 
teacher who had ministered to them 
continued to pray for them?

In 1865, Frances was very ill, at a 
time when many opportunities were 
open to her. “I am held back  from 
much  I wanted to do in every way, 
and have had to lay poetizing aside,” 
she wrote in 1866. “And yet such 
open doors seem set before me. 
Perhaps this check is sent that I may 
consecrate what I do more entirely.... 
I suppose that God’s crosses are 
often made of most unexpected and 
strange material.”1

In 1869, her fi rst book, Ministry 
of Song, was published. A decade 
earlier her doctor had told her that 
she must choose between writing 
and living, because her health 
would not permit her to do both. 
“Did you ever hear of anyone being 
very much used for Christ who did 
not have some special waiting time, 
some complete upset of all his or her 
plans?” she wrote. When Ministry 
of Song was published, Frances 
testifi ed that she saw “the evident 
wisdom of having been kept nine 
years waiting in the shade.”

There were other tests besides 
her recurring illnesses and almost 
constant weakness. In 1874, her 
American publisher went bankrupt in 
an economic crash; since she had an 
exclusive contract with him, this put 
an end to her American publishing 
until the business could get back on 
its feet again. This meant, of course, a 
loss of income as well.

“Two months ago, this would have 
been a real trial to me,” she wrote to 

a friend, “for I had built a good deal 
on my American prospects; now, 
‘Thy will be done’ is not a sigh but 
only a song!... I have not a fear, or a 
doubt, or a care, or a shadow upon 
the sunshine of my heart.”

The secret of her victory was 
found in an experience she had on 
December 2,1873, just two months 
before she received news of the 
crash, A friend had mailed her a copy 
of a little booklet entitled All for Jesus. 
It kindled in her heart a deep desire 
for greater consecration and wider 
usefulness, and she began to pray to 
that end. God answered her prayers. 
She wrote: “Yes, it was on Advent 
Sunday, December 2nd, 1873, I fi rst 
saw clearly the blessedness of true 
consecration.

I saw it as a fl ash of electric light... 
There must be full surrender before 
there can be full blessedness.” She 
discovered the meaning of 1 Jn 1:7 
and the importance of trusting Christ 
to keep her as well as to save her. She 
totally rejected all ideas of “sinless 
perfection,” but claimed the clear 
biblical teaching of constant victory. 
“Not a coming to be cleansed in the 
fountain only,” she explained, “but a 
remaining in the fountain, so that it 
may and can go on cleansing.” Her 
knowledge of Greek told her that the 
verb in 1 John 1:9 is present—”keeps 
on cleansing.” The next time you sing 
“Like a River Glorious,” keep in mind 
that it is Frances Ridley Havergal’s 
testimony to the reality of the 
victorious Christian life.

Frances never sat down with the 
determination to write a poem or a 
song. “Writing is praying with me,” 
she said, “for I never seem to write 
even a verse by myself, and feel like a 
little child writing; you know a child 
would look up at every sentence and 
say, ‘And what shall I say next?’ That is 
just what I do.” It was her conviction 
that God had a message for her to 
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share and that he would direct her 
in the writing of it. If nothing came 
to her, she accepted the silence 
and went on to other things. “The 
Master has not put a chest of poetic 
gold into my possession and said, 
‘Now use it as you like!’ ’’ she wrote 
to a friend. “But He keeps the gold, 
and gives it to me piece by piece 
just when He will and as much as 
He will, and no more.” Sometimes 
that gold included chords and 
melodies as well, for Frances was an 
accomplished musician.

In 1876, Frances went through 
another fi ery trial: the offi  ces of 
her British publisher burned down, 
and with it went the complete 
manuscript and plates of Songs 
of Grace and Glory, which she had 
recently completed. She had not 
kept a copy of much of this material, 
so she had to begin all over again, 
not only with the words but also 
the music. “I have thanked Him for 
it,” she wrote to her sisters, “more 
than I have prayed about it. It is just 
what He did with me last year, it is 
another turned lesson.” God gave her 
suffi  cient health and strength to do 
the work again.

Her daily quiet time with the Lord 
was kept with loving discipline, and 
she always devoted extra time to 
serious Bible study. (One wishes 
that some of our contemporary 
composers would spend more time 
in their Bibles and put more solid 
theology into their songs.) Hymn 
writing was not a business with 
Frances; it was a ministry. Even her 
singing and playing in public were 
not considered performances but 
opportunities for her to glorify Christ 
and share him with others. She had a 
very sane and scriptural view of true 
consecration.

“Consecration is not so much 
a step as a course,” she wrote in 
her devotional classic Kept for the 

Master’s Use, “not so much an act as 
a position to which a course of action 
inseparably belongs.... Does this 
mean that we are always to be doing 
some defi nitely religious work, as it 
is called? No, but all that we do is to 
be always defi nitely done for Him.”2 
There was a time in her life when she 
decided she would not sing or play 
secular songs, although she did not 
criticize those who did so. She could 
have become a famous concert artist 
had she pursued such a career, but 
to her, it was not consistent with 
her Christian witness. She made this 
decision several months before she 
wrote:

Take my lips, and let me sing,
Always, only, for my King.

During 1873, on a visit to 
Switzerland, she was almost killed 
in a climbing accident; and in 1874 
she suff ered for eight months with 
typhoid fever. But she continued to 
write, as the Lord enabled her, and she 
carried on a wide correspondence. In 
one six-month period, she received 
over six hundred letters.

Her last year of ministry on earth 
was 1879. She kept a “Journal of 
Mercies,” and some of the entries are 
interesting when you consider her 
weakened condition. “Able to come 
downstairs for the fi rst time,” she 
wrote on New Year’s Day. On January 
14, she wrote, “Being withheld from 
resuming work, and sense of God’s 
wise hand in it.” “Strength for extra 
pulls” was the entry for February 
5, and on February 23 she wrote, 
“Freedom from pain”

During those diffi  cult days, she 
also kept a prayer list with daily 
needs and special requests for each 
day. She also made a list of “work 
for 1879, if the Lord wills.” On that 
list was her desire to prepare for the 
press Kept for the Master’s Use, and 
God granted her that desire. She 

fi nished revising the proofs shortly 
before her death on June 3,1879. At 
the time, she was living at Caswall 
Bay in Wales, near Swansea; but the 
family took her body back to Astley 
where she was buried on June 9 
beside other family members in the 
beloved churchyard of her childhood 
days.

The next year, her sister Maria 
published Memorials of Frances 
Ridley Havergal (London: James 
Nisbet), a book that is now long out 
of print. Baker Books has reprinted 
Kept for the Master’s Use and Royal 
Bounty, two of her fi nest devotional 
books. Both books reveal her 
love for Scripture and her ability 
to understand and teach it. She 
was far more than a musician and 
poetess. She was a unique woman 
with a penetrating ministry that was 
fashioned in the furnace of suff ering.

When her doctor said to her, 
“Goodbye, I shall not see you again,” 
Frances asked, “Then do you really 
think I am going?” He replied, “Yes.”

“Today?” she asked, and he said, 
“Probably.”

Her response was, “Beautiful—too 
good to be true!” But that would be 
the response of any believer who 
had honestly said:

Take my life, and let it be,
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee!

I take this pain, Lord 
Jesus, from Thine own 
hand; the strength to 
bear it bravely Thou wilt 
command. I am too weak 
for eff ort. So let me rest, in 
hush of sweet submission 
on Thine own breast. 

– Frances Ridley Havergal
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“... and by his wounds we 
are healed” says, Isaiah 
(53: 4). This is referring 

to Jesus Christ as ‘God’s 
wounded healer’. There is no 
one else in human history and 
in the world of religions that 
experienced deeper wounds 
or greater suff ering than our 
Lord Jesus Christ. The books 
of Isaiah and Hebrews give us 
glimpses of Jesus Christ as the 
‘suff ering Servant-Savior’. The 
wounds of Jesus Christ are 
God’s answer to the problem 
of human sin – alienation, 
suff ering, and death and this 
sets apart both Christ and 
Christianity from all other gods 
and religions. The English Poet 
Edward Shillito wrote,

“The other gods were strong;
but thou wast weak;
They rode, but thou
didst stumble to a throne;
But to our wounds
only God’s wounds can speak,
And not a god has
wounds, but Thou alone”

The woundedness of Jesus Christ 
is His uniqueness. The concept of a 
Crucifi ed Christ (wounded Messiah) 
was and is a stumbling block to the 
Jews, foolishness to the Greeks (1 Cor. 
1: 23), and may be a contradiction 

to the Romans. Knowing not what 
was awaiting me, I preached on 
the woundedness of Jesus Christ 
in a Good Friday Service in 2007 
and shared with the congregation 
that out of the 330 million gods 
and goddesses of India, no god has 
wounds, because no one suff ered 
and died for humans and that only 
Christ’s wounds can speak to our 
wounds. Exactly two weeks after that, 
I found myself in a Cancer Hospital 
with a big bleeding wound (because 
of the surgery) that came to me in a 
sudden and a surprising or even a 
shocking manner. When I came out 
of the infl uence of anesthesia, the 
fi rst thought that occurred to my 
mind was this: “God’s wounds are an 
answer to our/my wounds.” I came 
face to face with the many troubling 
questions about human suff ering 
and found the answers in Jesus, the 
wounded healer and it is to some 
of those questions that we will now 
turn.

Why do bad things happen 
to Good (God’s) People? When 
Christians and especially those that 
serve Him in some full-time capacity 
face such life-threatening situations 

many questions come up in our 
minds: Why do bad things happen 
to God’s people? Where is God 
when it hurts? How can a good and 
omnipotent God allow His people 
to suff er so much? What about the 
promises of God’s protection, good 
health, and long life to His people? 
What is God doing in the middle of 
our suff erings? Ironically, just a week 
before my surgery, I preached on 
Psalm 91 where it says, “No disease/
disaster will come near your tent.” 
As I  was struggling with these 
questions, the Word of God and the 
indwelling Spirit of God came to my 
rescue and gave me insights into 
the sovereignty of God and human 
suff ering and I was able to understand 
my suff ering from a broader biblical 
perspective and respond to it in a 
Christian way. When things went 
wrong and I found myself in the 
middle of intense suff ering and pain, 
it was right (biblical) thinking about 
God, His character, His ways, and 
His purposes that gave me a clue 
and brought comfort into my life. 
The understanding that there was 
a divine-sovereign purpose behind 
and in my suff ering enabled me to 
handle my suff ering.
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Right Thinking When Things 
Go Wrong in Life: When things 
go wrong in life, we need to have 
the right (biblical) thinking about 
God and His ways. Job was a good 
theologian (unlike his wife and 
friends that came to comfort him, 
but ended up hurting him) and had 
right thinking about God, His ways, 
and purposes in the middle of his 
intense suff ering and God himself 
vindicated him (1: 22; 2: 10; 42: 7). 
In Psalm 119: 75, David, a man who 
had gone through much suff ering 
says, “I know, O LORD, that your laws 
are righteous, and in faithfulness 
you have affl  icted me.” People like 
David, Joseph, Jeremiah, and Job 
experienced great suff ering in their 
lives and yet their knowledge of 
God and their relationship with Him 
enabled them to acknowledge God’s 
goodness in the midst of all their 
suff ering. The biblical truth is that 
God is good intrinsically and all the 
time. Even when He allows us to go 
through intense pain and suff ering, 
He does so with some good that He 
can and wants to bring out. He is all 
knowing, all good, all powerful and 
sovereign and so nothing happens 
to us unless He knowingly allows 
it with a good purpose. It is this 
truth that I understood from the 
Scriptures, experienced in my life, 
and taught to others, that enabled 
me to trust God and entrust myself 
to Him and drink my cup of suff ering 
with courage and confi dence.

Sovereignty of God in the 
Suff ering of Human Beings: Cancer 
(and any life-threatening disease 
for that matter) brings one face to 
face with the sovereignty of God. 
Cancer treatment is protracted 
and extremely painful (involving 
chemotherapy, radiotherapy, 
hormonal therapy, and many 
other things) both physically and 
emotionally. One looses much 
and one gets totally drained out 
in every way. While the treatment 

was on, I experienced the following 
devastating changes:

1. I lost my hair (including my 
eye-brows and lashes),
2. I lost my appetite and even 
taste on my tongue,
3. I lost my ability to sleep, and
4. I lost my active life (ability to 

work) and ministry,

One day, when I looked at myself 
in the mirror, I could not believe 
that I looked so horrible with 
marks all over my body (because 
of the surgery and chemos), with 
darkened skin, with no hair (my 
distinctively feminine feature), . 
God the Holy Spirit reminded me of 
the fact that my wounds and marks 
are only temporary (I will one day 
have a glorifi ed body free from all 
defi ciencies and deformities), but 
His marks are permanent (John 20: 
24-29; Rev. 5: 6). This realization that 
Christ suff ered for my sake (to give 
me new life both in this world and 
in the world to come) fi lled my heart 
with gratitude and thanksgiving and 
changed my attitude towards my 
suff ering and the marks it left.

I realized that when we say that 
God is sovereign we mean that 
‘nothing happens to us unless He 
either plans it or permits it’, because 
He is sovereign and He reigns. He 
is in control of the universe and 
our lives in it. Nothing can thwart 
His plans. Nothing can separate us 
from the love of God. I realized that 
when God, in His sovereignty, allows 
suff ering in our lives, it advances 
God’s kingdom in us and through us. 
Paul says that his chains advanced 
the Kingdom of God (Philippians 1: 
12) and that God comforts us in our 
troubles, so that we might comfort 
others that might be in any trouble 
with the comfort that we ourselves 
have received from God (2 Cor. 1: 4). 
The wounded Savior who suff ered 
for us and suff ers with us, ministers 

to us when we go through suff ering, 
and makes us wounded healers like 
He Himself is. We can meaningfully 
enter into the suff ering of others, 
identify with them, and minister to 
them in this suff ering world. This is 
what I have experienced during the 
past two years, as I have been going 
through my own suff ering. I have 
been able to sensitively minister 
God’s grace to many suff ering saints 
and they have been able to receive 
comfort, because they knew that 
I could understand their suff ering. In 
a way, I have become more sensitive 
to the suff ering of others and thus 
have been transformed a bit more 
into the likeness of Jesus Christ. This 
is yet another blessing in disguise. 
All this has helped me to understand 
that ‘suff ering is inevitable in fulfi lling 
God’s plans in our lives’.

Suff ering (Passion) – A Means to 
Fulfi ll Our Mission: Our Lord Jesus 
fulfi lled His Mission in this world 
through His Passion. Christ who 
carried His cross invites His disciples 
to carry their cross and follow Him. 
Therefore, like Jesus, all His disciples 
throughout the history experienced 
their share of suff ering in fulfi lling 
God’s mission. We know from the 
Scriptures that each of us is brought 
into this world with a specifi c 
mission/purpose. In order to fulfi ll 
God’s plan and purpose, we need 
to embrace our cross or passion by 
the enabling grace of God who bears 
our burdens daily (Psalm 68: 19) and 
who is distressed in all our distresses 
and carries us and redeems us 
(Isaiah 63: 9). Whatever we go 
through in our lives, our God has 
already experienced it all for us and 
in our suff ering He is with us as our 
Immanuel and Ebenezer. He grace 
is suffi  cient and His love endures 
forever.

see on page 31
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True Identity
It is possible to wear Christian mask 

of prayerfulness, holiness, meekness 
or any other admirable attribute.  
Churches, Christian institutions and 
para-church organizations may have 
many masked people.  But our true 
identity will come out at the time of 
testing, suff ering and persecution.

In the Gospel according to 
Matthew, Jesus calls Peter `Rock’ 
upon which He would build His 
Church and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it (16:18).  This 
indicates three things.

(i) Christ will have a Church in this 
world. We are His Church.

(ii) The Church will be persecuted 
not only by the world, but also by 
the powers of hell. You and I cannot 
escape persecution.

(iii) Despite persecution, the 
Church will survive and will be 
victorious.

The whole history of the Church 
to this day verifi es this prophecy 
of Christ.  Princes, kings and the 
rulers of this world have used all 

their strength and might cunningly 
against the Church. Nevertheless, 
the Church continues to survive.

Early Church
The Church of the First Century 

went through much suff ering.  Nero 
ordered that Rome should be set on 
fi re, while he played the fi ddle.  To 
avoid blame, he accused Christians 
of having set the fi re and caused 
them to be persecuted.  Many 
Christians in those days thought that 
Nero was the anti-christ because of 
his unprecedented cruelty.  

The Apostle Peter was condemned 
to death during this persecution.  He 
was crucifi ed with his head down at 
his request.  The Apostle Paul also 
suff ered under this persecution.  
Nevertheless, the Church fl ourished 
because the believers grabbed 
the opportunity to make it clear 
that they stood for Christ.  Romans 
thought that persecution was the 
means to wipe out Christians from 
the surface of the earth, but the 
result was quite the opposite. The 
more the persecution, the more 
the spread of Christendom. History 
proved it.

Rules Governing the Gift of Tongues

Christian life is a 
constant battle with 
the rulers and the 

powers of darkness. And 
‘persecution’ is an inevitable 
and integral part of our life all 
through. Believers’ perception 
on suff erings varies according 
to the degree of their faith. 
Some count it an opportunity 
to make their stand-point clear 
and others seek escape. The 
question is `who do you think 
you are?’

A man was returning from a 
costume party. He had gone dressed 
as the devil. On his way back from 
the carnival, when he was caught 
in a thunder storm, being dressed 
in devil’s costume, he took shelter 
for a while under the roof of a 
church building. A group of women 
had gathered there for fasting and 
praying. At the sudden appearance 
this man, the poor women scattered, 
looking for hiding places. Seeing at 
this the man was confused because 
he has forgotten that he was like a 
devil. Wondering, he too, ran after 
them. Suddenly, he caught hold of 
an old woman of 60 years and he laid 
his hand on her from behind. Before 
he could enquire with her as to why 
she was fl eeing off , the woman, 
nervously, turned to him and said, 
“Sir, before you do anything to me, 
let me tell you, `I am already on your 
side.’”
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Religious fanatics in India are 
unable to learn their lesson from the 
history of Christianity.  By burning 
the churches down, by burning alive 
the missionaries and the servants of 
God, and by ripping off  the cloaks 
of nuns, they think they can phase 
out Christianity from this land.  
Instead, they speed up the spread of 
Christianity.

No Going Back
When Gladys Stains was asked, 

after the assassination of her 
husband and two minor sons, 
whether she would go back to 
Australia, she replied that there was 
no going back.  She said that she 
would continue to serve the people 
of this land and that her desire was 
to die here and be buried beside her 
husband.

Having experienced the loss of 
family members, William Carey was 
able to say, `My heart’ is wedded 
to India, no question of going back 
to England.’  These are not fake 
Christians.  They are on fi re for the 
Lord.  They are not casual believers.  
They are pioneers and trend-setters, 
who gambled with their lives to 
make their stand clear for Christ.  
They do not say Satan, `I am already 
on your side.’  They are the ones who 
defy Satan and say, `We are on our 
KING’s side and have no business 
with you.’  “By the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, 
they overcame Satan, and they did 
not love their lives to the death.” 
(Revelation 12:12).  Where do you 
stand? 

I have come to know all the above truths experientially during 
the past two years. All the two-year review tests showed normal 
values and this confi rmed to me that His work of healing is taking 
place in my body and that His plans and purposes for me will 
be accomplished. I am able to serve Him once again by way of 
teaching Biblical Greek and other subjects. He has been with us 
as we have passed through the valley of the shadow of death 
and His grace continues to sustain us. All of us have our own 
wounds of diff erent kinds – physical, emotional, psychological, 
and spiritual. It is a suff ering and hurting world. If we cultivate 
the biblical attitude towards our wounds, then we can, like our 
Lord Jesus Christ, become wounded healers and thus fulfi ll God’s 
purposes or mission through our passion. May the Lord help us to 
be wounded healers in our time and to the present wounded and 
hurting generation of people among whom He has placed us to 
be His representatives and agents of His grace.

The nails in your hands
The nail in your feet, 
they tell me how much you love me
The thorns in your brow, they tell me how, 
you bore so much pain to love me.
And when the heavens pass away, 
all your scars will still remain, 
and forever they will say, how much you love me.
Forever my love, 
Forever my heart
Forever my life, it’s yours, it’s yours.

from page 29 — The Wounded Healer

“God never said that 
the journey would be 
easy, but He did say that 
the arrival would be 
worthwhile” 

— Max Lucado

Already few Kids, Youth and Elders got exited in taking 
this Challenge as the thought was shared. 
Hope you will join this Callenge. 

See page 7
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Throughout history 
many people have 
denied the death and 

Resurrection of Jesus, off ering 
unsubstantiated theories 
as to what really happened. 
But to deny His death and 
Resurrection is to demonstrate 
an anti-historical bias. The facts 
don’t support any other point 
of view: Jesus suff ered a real, 
cruel, agonizing death on the 
cross, and then conquered the 
power of sin and death through 
His bodily Resurrection.

Scripture provides ample 
evidence from the testimony 
of eyewit-nesses. Paul wrote in 
1  Corinthians that Jesus was seen 
alive by more than 500 people at 
one time after His Resurrection 
(15:6). And Luke records that Jesus 
proved Himself to be alive by giving 
people in Jerusalem many infallible, 
unmistakable and unarguable 
proofs during the 40 days between 
His Resurrection and Ascension into 
heaven (Acts 1:3).

But it’s in Jesus’ encounters 
with individuals that we see the 
life changing hope that His death 
and Resurrection brings. Mary 
Magdalene talked with Him in the 
garden near the tomb. Later that day 

He caught up with Cleopas and a 
companion on the road to Emmaus 
and eventually they recognized they, 
too, were talking to the resurrected 
Jesus. A week later He appeared to 
a skeptical Thomas and off ered His 
hands and His feet as proof of His 
Resurrection. And after that He had 
an unforgettable encounter with 
Peter on the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee.

In each of these instances, 
Jesus restored hope to hearts that 
had been broken with despair, 
disappointment and doubt.

He can do the same for you. In 
this article as you read the true story 
of Cleopas an eyewitness to the 
greatest event in history, consider 
what a world of diff erence the Savior 
can make in your life.

Cleopas: Hope for the 
Disappointed Heart

Disappointment is so common 
today that most people shrug it 
off  and say, “You’ll get over it.” But 
that’s not the best way to deal 
with disappointment. We need to 

understand why we are disappointed 
in the fi rst place.

What did we expect that we didn’t 
receive? Were our expectations 
founded on fact or fantasy? And 
who is to blame? Did the one who 
disappointed us not have the same 
expectations we had?

How we respond to our 
disappointments may tell us a lot 
more about ourselves than the 
disappointments tell us about those 
who let us down.

A great deal of disappointment 
comes from not seeing the big 
picture. We get frustrated that things 
don’t work out as we hoped and we 
don’t know why or what will happen 
next. How can Jesus help us with 
that?

For starters, Jesus helps us 
understand the need for patience. 
Look how patient He was with His 
disciples when they disappointed 
Him. They didn’t have all the 
information about the Kingdom yet. 
Even up to the time Jesus ascended 
into heaven they were still asking 
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questions about when the Kingdom 
would be established.

Jesus also shows us how to forgive 
others when they make decisions 
based on partial information. The 
cross demonstrates that as much as 
anything. If those who crucifi ed Jesus 
had known they were crucifying the 
Lord of glory, the Bible says they 
wouldn’t have done it.

Luke 24 tells the story of how Jesus 
gave hope to the disappointed. On 
the fi rst day of the week (v. 1), the day 
Jesus was raised from the dead, the 
same day Mary met Jesus outside the 
tomb, two travelers were on the road 
to Emmaus, a tiny village northwest 
of Jerusalem, located on a Roman 
road that passes the traditional 
burial site of the prophet Samuel. 
They were probably returning from 
the Passover celebration.

Verse 13, says they were talking 
together about everything that had 
happened. They knew that Jesus has 
been crucifi ed. And they had heard 
from female disciples that Jesus’ 
body was no longer in the tomb. 
But they were totally unaware that 
Jesus was alive. They certainly didn’t 
expect Him to come up behind 
them!

One of these two disciples was 
Cleopas (v. 18). The identity of 
the other one is unknown. Some 
scholars suggest that the second 
disciple was probably Cleopas’ wife, 
but that’s only a guess.

We also know that Cleopas and 
his companion were expressing 
their sorrow and disappointment 
over the death of Jesus. They had 
plenty to talk about and were talking 
freely. Verse 15 begins, “While 
they conversed and reasoned....” 
Luke chose two diff erent words to 
describe what they were doing. The 
word for “conversed” is homileo in 

Greek. It means to chatter, to have 
normal conversation. The second 
word, the word for “reason,” is 
suzeteo. It means to question or to 
discuss, to dispute or to reason.

Their minds were blown away 
by the fact that Jesus, who was 
their hope, had been crucifi ed. 
They disputed between themselves 
what that meant, how it could have 
happened and what they would 
do now. They were confused and 
distraught. Frankly, they were 
disappointed in Jesus.

Suddenly, Jesus joined them on 
the road, but they didn’t recognize 
Him (v. 16). This can be explained in 
part because Jesus was in another 
form (Mark 16:12) and perhaps 
because they didn’t believe He was 
alive.

All their hopes for the future had 
been destroyed by Jesus’ cruci-fi xion. 
Their eyes were dim with tears just 
like Mary Magdalene’s. Their brains 
were stunned with disappointment. 
There was no reason for them to 
suspect that Jesus was going to join 
them.

You may feel the same way 
sometimes. You thought Jesus 
would do something for you—that 
He would keep some dread disease 
from you, or prevent you from losing 
your job or keep your child from 
having a birth defect. But it didn’t 
happen. You’ve become numbed by 
your disbelief. You are disappointed 
with Jesus. He can’t possibly be 
walking with you. Your grief is 
understandable, but you don’t know 
the full plan He has for your life. No 
one can know that.

Jesus said to the travelers, “What 
kind of conversation is this that you 
have with one another as you walk 
and are sad?” (v. 17).

Cleopas replied, “Are You the only 
stranger in Jerusalem, and have 
You not known the things which 
happened there in these days?’

“And He said to them, ‘What 
things?’

“So they said to Him, ‘The things 
concerning Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was a Prophet mighty in deed 
and word before God and all the 
people, and how the chief priests 
and our rulers delivered Him to be 
condemned to death, and crucifi ed 
Him. But we were hoping that it 
was He who was going to redeem 
Israel. Indeed, besides all this, today 
is the third day since these things 
happened. Yes, and certain women 
of our company, who arrived at the 
tomb early, astonished us. When 
they did not fi nd His body, they 
came saying that they had also seen 
a vision of angels who said He was 
alive. And certain of those who were 
with us went to the tomb and found 
it just as the women had said; but 
Him they did not see’” (vv. 18-24).

Cleopas couldn’t believe that 
this stranger hadn’t heard what had 
happened in Jerusalem in the last 
few days. So he publicly expressed 
his disappointment in what he 
thought Jesus would do.

“Then [Jesus] said to them, ‘O 
foolish ones, and slow of heart to 
believe in all that the prophets have 
spoken! Ought not the Christ to 
have suff ered these things and to 
enter into His glory?’ And beginning 
at Moses and all the Prophets, 
He expounded to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning 
Himself” (vv. 25-27).

Jesus had taught His disciples 
many things, including that He 
would be rejected by the elders, 
chief priests and scribes, that He 
would be killed in Jerusalem and 
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that three days later He would rise 
again from the dead. Likely these two 
disciples knew that. But they hadn’t 
assimilated His teaching into their 
understanding of the Crucifi xion.

So Jesus opened the Scriptures to 
them. He began with the fi ve books of 
Moses—Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, 
Numbers and Deuteronomy—and 
all the prophets and taught them 
the things concerning Himself and 
His death, burial and Resurrection.

When they got to the house of 
Cleopas, Jesus sat down to eat with 
these disciples and that’s when 
they recognized Him. When Jesus 
broke the bread and blessed it, 
they understood who He was. In 
that culture, it was the place of the 
host to break bread and bless it. This 
stranger must have startled these 
disciples by taking the place of the 
host at their own table.

Jesus stood before the astonished 
gaze of two disciples as the risen 
Lord. Perhaps they wished to 
embrace Him. But as soon as they 
recognized Him, Jesus left them.

Nevertheless, Cleopas and the 
other disciple had seen the risen 

Christ. They were eyewitnesses to 
the truth, the absolute fact of the 
Resurrection. And they had to tell 
somebody what had just happened!

“So they rose up that very hour 
and returned to Jerusalem, and 
found the eleven and those who 
were with them gathered together, 
saying, ‘The Lord is risen indeed, 
and has appeared to Simon!’ And 
they told about the things that had 
happened on the road, and how He 
was known to them in the breaking 
of bread” (vv. 33—35).

Nothing could change the 
somber mood of these two disciples 
except the reality of the risen Christ, 
a fi rst-hand confi rmation that their 
disappointment was unfounded. As 
tired as they must have been, they 
immediately made the seven-mile 
trek back to Jerusalem because they 
had news that was too exciting to 
keep to themselves.

If you are disappointed with 
God today, disappointed with the 
Gospel, disappointed with your life, 
disappointed with your pastor or 
your church, learn this lesson from 
Cleopas and his friend:

When you encounter the risen 
Christ in a personal way, He will 
change everything. Your doubts will 
disappear; your disappointment will 
change to faith. All you need is some 
intimate time alone with the risen 
Lord and things will begin to change.

If the Resurrection of Jesus Christ 
teaches us anything, it should teach 
us not to be disappointed with God 
when things don’t go according to 
our plans. His plans for you are much 
better than your plans for your life. 
Give Him time to reveal all the good 
things He has in store for you. And 
God will bring you hope.

FREE BIBLE 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

GOOD NEWS!!! GOOD NEWS!!!

Back to the Bible Correspondence Course.

Register today and study the Bible in a systematic 
way to equip yourself for an effective Christian life 

and ministry.
The courses covered are:

1.  Foundation Studies in Christian Living  
 -By Dawson Trotman & Theodore H.Epp

2. How to study your Bible - By Gordon Talbot

3. Finding God’s Will - By Dave Oertli

Available in Hindi, Telugu, Kannada, Tamil, 
Malayalam, Marathi,  Gujarathi, Bengali & Oriya. 

If interested please drop a request note with 
your full Name, 

postal address and other contact details 
through a post card / sms / e-mail.

SMS: 
<BCC><LANGUAGE>NAME<
ADDRESS< TO 09492440070
or send details by Email: 

info@backtothebible.in

“If Jesus rose from the 
dead, then you have to 
accept all that he said; if he 
didn’t rise from the dead, 
then why worry about 
any of what he said? The 
issue on which everything 
hangs is not whether or 
not you like his teaching 
but whether or not he rose 
from the dead.”  

— Timothy J. Keller 
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Is JESUS The Reason For This Season Only?

By Bruce Collins

Just Good News

Good conversation is a 
precious thing. 
Whether we’re talking 

with old friends or people 
we’ve just met, there’s always a 
common interest or hot topic 
to talk about.

BROKEN COMMUNICATION 
Did you know that God is a great 

conversationalist? When Adam and 
Eve were in the Garden of Eden, 
He talked with them all the time 
(Genesis 3:8). But then they sinned 
against God by dis-obeying Him, and 
that broke off  their communication 
with Him.

Because Adam and Eve sinned, 
everyone since then has sinned too. 
The Bible says that “all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God” 
(Romans 3:23) and that “the wages 
of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). That 
means we all deserve to go to hell. 
Unless something happens to open 
the lines of communication with 
God, we will die unforgiven and 
endure hell forever.

Talk without action is 
meaningless. God knew this, so He 
didn’t just tell us He wants to forgive 
our sins—He did something about 
it. He sent Jesus, His Son, to earth 
to die, and that paid the penalty for 
your sin. “For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only begotten Son, 

that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16). Jesus’ death and 
Resurrection opened the lines of 
communication with heaven again. 
Now all you have to do is ask God for 
forgiveness.

TIME TO TALK WITH GOD
Perhaps it’s time you had a serious 

conversation with God about your 
life. The Bible says, “If you confess 
with your mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will 
be saved” (Romans 10:9).

The only way to have your sins 
forgiven is to admit that you are a 
sinner and ask Jesus to save you. If 
you haven’t done that yet, don’t you 
think now would be a good time to 
talk with God?

Just pray this little prayer:

Dear God, I know I’m a sinner and 
can’t save myself. I believe Jesus died 
on the cross to save me. Right now 
I trust Him completely as my Savior. 
Thank You for listening to me, Father, 
and for saving me. Amen.

If you’ve just asked Jesus to forgive 
you and to be the Lord of your life, 
I have some friends who can help you. 
They’re the people at Back to the Bible, 
and they will pray for you and help you 
in any way they can. Please write to 
them and tell them of your talk with 
God and your decision to trust Jesus as 
your Savior.

Remember, God wants to talk 
with you!  

We request for Prayer and Support towards the printing 

of  ‘Strength for the Journey’ as the translations are 

carried on in 

HINDI, MARATHI, ORIYA & TELUGU.

Thank you

A.P.Anil Kumar, Associate Director

“God loves each of us as if there were only one of us” 
— Augustine
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1.  From what place did Abram and Terah depart as 
they went to the land of Canaan?  

2.  What did God do on the seventh day? 
3.  According to Genesis 5:1, Genesis is the genealogy 

of whom? 
4.  What did Abraham and Lot do to settle their 

problems of being too crowded?
5.  Why did the people build for a themselves begin to 

build a city which would reach to the heavens? 
6.  How old was Noah when the fl ood waters were on 

the earth? 
7.  How old was Adam when he died? 
8.  What type of tree was Adam forbidden to eat from? 
9.  How many years would the descendants of 

Abraham be affl  icted in a strange land?  
10.  Through whom do the people groups of the world 

descend? 
11.  King Abimelech had taken Sarah with a clean what?  
12.  What promise was made regarding the seed of the 

woman? 
13.  Why was the well Called Beer Lahai Roi which is 

between Kadesh and Bered?  
14.  Why did God Choose Abraham? 
15.  Who grew to be a mighty warrior on the earth and 

was a mighty hunter before the Lord?  
16.  What was mankind permitted to do after Noah’s 

fl ood that was not permitted beforehand?  
17.  The Lord confused the language of those building 

the great tower and scattered them over all the 
earth. Because the Lord confused the language of 
the whole world, the city was called what? 

18.  On what month and day did the earth become dry 
on after the fl ood? 

19.  Which man lived the longest? 
20.  How old was Abraham When Hagar bore him 

Ishmael? 
21.  Laban and Bethuel told the servant, “Here is 

Rebekah; take her and go, and let her become 
the wife of your master’s son, as Abraham has 
requested. T/F- 

22.  Abraham’s son Isaac carried the wood for the 
sacrifi ce to God. What did Abraham carry? 

We are happy to introduce this Creative Bible 
Learning method of studying your Bible book by 
book.  Send the correct answers with your Name 
& address to receive a Special Gift from ‘Back to 
the Bible’.  Study One book at a time.

Creative

 LearningBible
Genesis 1-25 – Kindly Answer the Quiz with Bible References  (NIV)

BIBLE STUDYBIBLE STUDY

The next quiz will be from the book 
 of  Genesis 26-50 (NIV)

    Quiz Answers: 1 & 2 Timothy 
(1) Pure heart ,good conscience  and  sincere faith (1 Tim 1:5)
(2) False (1 Tim 1 :9)  (3) Ignorance and unbelief (1 Tim 1 :13)
(4) Hymenaeus and Alexander (1 Tim 1 :20) (5) True (1 Tim 3 
:6) (6) Deceiving spirits and things thoughts by demons1Tim 
4:1 (7) Word of god and prayer (1 Tim 4 :5) (8) Dead (1 Tim 5 
:6) (9) Double honour (1 Tim 5 :17) (10) False (1 Tim 5 :19)
(11) To get rich (1 Tim 6:9) (12) Love of money (1 Tim 6 :10)
(13) False (2 Tim 1:5) (14) Onesiphorus (2 Tim 1 :16)
(15) Hymenaeus and philetus (2 Tim 2 :17,18) (16) 
Wickedness (2 Tim 2 :19) (17) Jannes and Jambres (2 Tim 3 
:8) (18) Persecuted (2 Tim 3 :12) (19) Holy scriptures (2 Tim 
3 :14,15) (20) Teaching, rebuking,correcting,and training in 
reighteouness 2Tim3:16 (21) Demas , this world (2 Tim 4 :10)
(22) Alexander (2 Tim 4 :14) (23) Money -Ref 1Tim 3:2
(24) Tested (1 Tim 3 :10) (25) In Speech , in life , in love , in 
faith and in purity(1Tim4:12) (26) Unbeliever (1 Tim 5 :8)
(27) Life and immorality(2 Tim 1 :10) (28)Disown (2 Tim 2 
:13) (29) In season & out of season (2 Tim 4: 2) (30) Living 
and Dead (2 Tim 4 :1)

You can Also Send Your ANSWERS 
by Email:  info@backtothebible.in

23.  Abraham laughed when God said He will bless 
Sarah and give him (Abraham) a son by her? T/F 

24.  God said, “…Abraham is a prophet”? T/F 
25.  And in your (Abraham’s) off spring shall all the 

nations of the earth be blessed, because you 
(Abraham) have ____________.   

26.  How much did Abraham off er to pay half the price 
for the Cave of Machpelah? T/F – 

27.  Who was Abraham buried with? 
28.  Who was born when people began to call on the 

name of the Lord? 
29.  Where was Adam when Eve took the fruit and ate it? 
30.  How many of each clean animal and birds, male and 

female, Noah was to take into the ark?  
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